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Global outrage over Trump comments persists 


Londoners 
sleeful as 
Trump calls 
off Feb. visit 


He cites ‘bad’ embassy 
deal; others suspect 
fear of protests 


BY KARLA ADAM 


LONDON — President Trump’s 
cancellation of a possible trip to 
the British capital next month 
inspired glee and concern Friday, 
while raising new questions 
about the strained relations be- 
tween London and Washington. 

In an early-morning tweet, 
Trump said he was scrapping a 
visit because he is “not a big fan” 
of the real estate deal in which 
the United States sold the lease of 
its old embassy, located in an 
affluent central London neigh- 
borhood, to move to a new site in 
south London, an area Trump 
described as an “off location.” 

Many Londoners suggested 
the real reason he is not coming 
is because he is concerned about 
hostile demonstrations. 

Sadiq Khan, the mayor of Lon- 
don, said a visit would spark 
“mass peaceful protests.” Trump 
is not welcome in London while 
he pursues a “divisive agenda,” 
Khan tweeted, and “it seems he’s 
finally got that message.” 

But at least one prominent 
British cabinet official took no 
part in the gloating. Foreign 
Secretary Boris Johnson, a for- 
mer mayor of London, accused 
Khan and Labour Party leader 
Jeremy Corbyn of endangering 
the “crucial relationship” be- 
tween the United States and 
Britain. He also called Khan a 
“puffed up pompous popinjay.” 

The White House had not 
formally announced the visit 
Trump said he had canceled, but 
the president was widely expect- 
ed to attend a ceremony next 
month to dedicate the new em- 
bassy. Robert “Woody” Johnson, 
the U.S. ambassador to Britain 
and a friend of Trump’s, told the 
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‘Disgraceful and racist’ 
In insulted countries, reactions of 
shock, anger — and pride. A5 
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President Trump arrives Friday to sign a proclamation for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Sen. Richard J. Durbin (D-II1.) called Trump’s 
Thursday comments “hate-filled” and “racist,” and House Democrats said they planned to introduce a resolution censuring the president. 


A new presidential insult, 
the same divided reactions 


BY JENNA JOHNSON, 
VANESSA WILLIAMS 
AND MARC FISHER 


One barnyard epithet, and the 
leader of the free world was now 
definitively a racist or, alternative- 
ly, was back in the good graces of 
those who had worried he was 
wavering in his nationalism. 

One ugly denunciation of the 
population of much of the planet, 
and President Trump had once 
again propelled himself to center 
stage — boxing out discussion of 
any number of world crises and, 
more immediately, freezing prog- 
ress toward a bipartisan deal on 
immigration policy. 

Trump’s slur Thursday against 
the “shithole countries” from 
which he would rather the United 


States take fewer immigrants 
sparked a louder-than-usual tem- 
pest Friday, but the storm took a 
very familiar shape. 

Each side reacted more or less 
according to script: evermore 
frustrated expressions of outrage 
from those who believed that the 
president had confirmed his rac- 
ism; and evermore fervent defens- 
es from those who supported 
Trump in the first place because, 
as many of them have argued for 
two years, he says what many 
Americans think. 

“Well, being president, I think 
he should be more careful with 
what he says,” said Marjorie Cad- 
dick, 93, a longtime Republican 
who lives in Munster, Ind., and 
voted for Trump. “He’s laughable, 
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An insult amid mourning 
Haitians, such as this activist 
marching in Miami’s Little Haiti, 
above, remembered their country’s 
earthquake eight years ago as they 
reflected on President Trump’s 
remarks about them. B1 


The Debrief 
Insults imply Trump wants a return 
to shameful periods in history. A5 


The dinner-table test 
How do good people react when a 
person says something bad? C1 


Fla. Republicans 
fear fallout in 
crucial elections 


BY SEAN SULLIVAN 
AND LORI ROZSA 


WEST PALM BEACH, FLA. — Presi- 
dent Trump’s vulgar comments 
disparaging Haiti, El Salvador 
and African countries reverberat- 
ed across the country Friday — 
including in one immigrant-rich 
state central to the GOP’s political 
fortunes where the party was al- 
ready facing head winds: Florida. 
Trump’s reference to “shithole 
countries” in an Oval Office meet- 
ing with lawmakers Thursday 
sent Florida Gov. Rick Scott, a 
close ally the president is courting 
to run for the U.S. Senate, scram- 
bling to distance himself from the 
controversy. Republican lawmak- 
FLORIDA CONTINUED ON A6 


PRESIDENT APPEARS 
TO DENY VULGARITY 


Sen. Durbin contradicts 
him, calls remarks ‘vile’ 


BY Ep O’KEEFE 
AND ANNE GEARAN 


President Trump’s comments 
about African countries and Haiti 
drew condemnation from around 
the world Friday, putting the 
White House and Republicans on 
the defensive while casting doubt 
on hopes of resolving disputes in 
the coming weeks over immigra- 
tion legislation. 

In a tweet Friday, Trump 
seemed to deny using the term 
“shithole” to refer to some coun- 
tries during a private White 
House meeting Thursday but ac- 
knowledged he used “tough” lan- 
guage during the negotiations. 
Among Republicans, there were 
differing responses to the com- 
ments, but few of them outright 
condemned his remarks. 

The lone Democrat present for 
the Oval Office encounter said 
that Trump’s denial was false and 
that the president “said things 
that were hate-filled, vile and 
racist.” 

“I cannot believe that in the 
history of the White House, in 
that Oval Office, any president 
has ever spoken the words that I 
personally heard our president 
speak yesterday,’ Sen. Richard J. 
Durbin (D-IIll.) told reporters. 

In a sign that the outcry over 
Trump’s remarks is unlikely to 
abate quickly, senior House Dem- 
ocrats said they planned next 
week to introduce a resolution 
censuring the president for his 
comments. 

A day after the White House 
did not deny that Trump used the 
vulgarity, first reported by The 
Washington Post, Trump dove 
into the controversy and blasted 
out his own version of the meet- 
ing early Friday on Twitter. 

“The language used by me at 
the DACA meeting was tough, but 
this was not the language used. 
What was really tough was the 
outlandish proposal made — a 
big setback for DACA!” Trump 
wrote, referring to negotiations 
over the Obama administration’s 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program that allowed 
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‘What did she grow up to be?’ 


In 1983, she let a stranger hold her newborn at a D.C. bus station. She would never see her again. 


BY PAUL DUGGAN 
IN WATERBURY, CONN. 


perpetrator, was amiable and chat- 


T he woman in the bus depot, the 
ty, Eleanor Williams tearfully told 


the police. 


This was long ago, after Williams, 
young and naive, had been tragically 
preyed upon, investigators said. Today, 


it’s a cold case. 


The woman, whose crime in the termi- 
nal that day shattered Williams’s psyche, 
was African American and appeared to 
be in her 20s, Williams recalled, speaking 
publicly for the first time in decades 
about a mystery that has perplexed D.C. 
police. Williams said the stranger’s perfi- 
dy left her so mired in guilt and shame 
that she later contemplated killing her- 


self. 


The woman, about 5-foot-3 and slen- 
der, struck up a conversation with Wil- 
liams in the passenger waiting area, 
cooing over Williams’s infant daughter. 
After a while, in the sweetest voice, she \ 


asked whether she could hold the child. 


Please? Just for a minute? 
She said her name was Latoya. 


BABY CONTINUED ON A2 
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Eleanor Williams, 52, at her Connecticut home. Williams’s infant daughter, April, was 
kidnapped when Williams, then 18 and traveling from southeast Virginia, stopped at the old 


Trailways station in Washington and a stranger offered to change her baby’s diaper for her. 


Firms struggle to find, retain 
workers as economy hums 


BY Davip J. LYNCH 


Ron Sandlin has tried every- 
thing. 

He has boosted pay, added 
vacation days and even lowered 
the minimum age requirement 
from 25 to 23. But he still can’t 
find enough qualified people to 
drive Patriot Transportation 
Holding’s oil trucks. 

“Tve been in this business 
since 1984, and I’ve never seen 
what we're dealing with in terms 
of hiring people,” said Sandlin, 
president of the Jacksonville, 
Fla., trucking firm. “Driver pay is 
going to have to continue to go 
up, and our customers are going 
to have to pay for it.” 

This is what full employment 
looks like. A decade after the 
worst economic downturn since 
the Great Depression, the United 
States suddenly finds itself at a 
place where almost everyone 
who wants a job can find one. 
The unemployment rate in De- 
cember was 4.1 percent, leaving 
employers struggling to attract 


and retain good workers and 
raising the prospect of higher 
wages as the United States ap- 
proaches congressional elections 
in November. 

“Employees today have lots of 
options in all corners of industry, 
whether you're in fast food or 
retail or investment banking,” 
said Art Mazor, a principal at 
Deloitte Consulting. “This feels 
super tight.” 

Since President Trump signed 
a $1.5 trillion tax cut in Decem- 
ber, several major employers 
have announced pay increases or 
one-time bonuses. The latest 
came Thursday when Walmart 
announced plans to raise its 
starting hourly wage to $11 from 
$9, and distribute bonuses of up 
to $1,000. Other companies, such 
as American Airlines, AT&T, 
Comcast and Bank of America, 
have cited the tax legislation as 
the trigger for similar moves, 
drawing cheers from Republi- 
cans. 

But the pace of wage growth 
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The robo-callers’ triumph >> 
How Washington tried — and 
failed — to defend your 
phones. Magazine 


A Trail of Three Capes In 
Tasmania, 29 miles of 
exclusive beauty have been 
opened to all. The track 
boasts stunning Australian 
coastline, a spectacular boat 
ride and smooth boardwalks. 
For a price. Travel 


KYLE BEAN 


>> In the social media 
spotlight Child actors such as 
Finn Wolfhard, right, of 
“Stranger Things” are 
bombarded with praise and 
criticism, even the occasional 
weird come-on. Also known 
as harassment. Arts & Styl 


CHARLEY GALLAY/GETTY IMAGES FOR TNT 


THE NATION 

Report: Porn star got paid 
A lawyer for then-candidate Donald 
Trump allegedly made a $130,000 
hush-money payment in the weeks 
before the 2016 election, the Wall 
Street Journal reported. A4 


THE NATION 

Iran accord alive for now 
President Trump waived some 
sanctions but said he won’t grant 
another reprieve unless the pact is 
altered to permanently block any 
pathway to build nuclear arms. A10 
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